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NOTICE OF PROPOSED
TAX INCREASE

The City of Naples has tentatively adopted a
measure to increase its property tax levy.

Last year’s property tax levy:

A. Initially proposed tax levy................ $27.545,899

B. Less tax reductions due to
Value Adjustment Board and

other assessment changes.................. ($21.,246)
C. Actual property tax levy.........cue..... $27.,567,145
This year’s proposed tax levy........... $28,810,558

All concerned citizens are invited to attend a
public hearing on the tax increase to be held on:

September 18th
5:05 P.M.

at

Naples City Council Chambers
735 8th St. S.
Naples, FL 34102

A FINAL DECISION on the proposed tax increase
and the budget will be made at this hearing.

||||||||||||||




ANALYSIS

NAPLESNEWS.COM 1| SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14,2019 1 18A

Biden looks like a front-runner — mostly

Julie Pace
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON - Joe Biden is the
Democralic front-runner. And there
were moments in Thursday night's de-
bale when he looked the parl

Standing between a pair of liberal
senalors offering radical change, he un-
abashedly embraced his more moderate
pusition on health care, forcetully pres-
suring Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth
Warren 1o level with Americans about
the steep cost of implementing a fully
governmenl-run system. He was more
polished and practiced than in previous
conlests. And he repeatedly leaned on
the legacy of former President Barack
Obama, who remains the most popular
Democrat in the nation,

“I'm for Barack — 1 think the Obama-
care worked,” he declared.

But the debate was punctuated by
monments Lhal highlighted why Biden
can't shake questions about his consis-
tency and whispers about his litness for
nifice, despile his lead in mosl national
polls and carly state surveys, Most glar-
ingly: a meandering answer near Lhe
end of the debate about his past state-
menls on racial inequalily. Biden said
poor parents should play the “record
player” for their children before veering
off into comiments aboul Venezuela

Biden's standing in the Demoeratic
contest is Lhe source of debale within

r= ==
Former Vice President Joe Biden and Sen.
Thursday durlng a D Ic debate In H

Ellzabeth Warren, D-Mass., talk
DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP

the party. Is he an experienced elder
statesman who can calm a nation and
peel back some of the white working-
class volers whe helped send President
Donald Trump to the White House? Oris
Ihe 76-year-old past his prime and out
ol step with a party that is growing
younger, more diverse and more liberal?
Thursday night’s conlest provided
fresh fodder for each of those theories
Biden was al his best in his lengthy
exchange with Sanders and Warren over
the future of health care in America. He
confidently pressed them over the cost
of their sweeping “Medicare for All” pro-
posals, exposing Warren's unwilling-

ness to say whether middle class Amer-
icans would see a tax Increase under her
plan {Sanders says they would, but ar-
gues the rise would he offset by Jower
health care costs),

in a retort to Sanders, who has said
he expects employers would pass on
health care savings to their workers, Bi-
den exclaimed: “For a socialist, you've
got a lot more confidence in corporate
America than 1 do.”

Biden was the focus of fierce criti-
cisin from his rivals in both of the previ-
ous Democratic debates. But those at-
tacks did little to diminish Biden's
slunding atop polls, nor has a series of

verbal  flubs  and
throughout the summer.

The olher reality: The candidates
who have launched the sharpest attacks
on Biden have gained litlle ground or al-
ready dropped out of the race. Sen. Ka-
mala Harris, for example, bested Biden
in the opening debate with a highly per-
sonal critigue over his decades-old po-
sition on federally mandated schoal
busing, but any boost for her candidacy
was shoit-lived

Perhaps mmindful of that, most candi-
dates sidestepped overt criticism of the
vice president in Thursday's debate,

‘The pressing question remains: If Bi-
den were Lhe nominee, would he make a
mistake at a critical moment that could
clear the way for Trump?

Biden's stumbles later in the debate
magnified the question. He struggled
through an answer about the war in Irag
and gave a grab-bag answer to a ques-
tion about how o repair the legacy of
slavery in America. He appeared to sug-
gest that poorer families necded help
learning how to raise their children

Biden's supporters argue that, ulti-
malely, those answers - and Lhe ques-
tions they raise - matter less Lo voters
than lheir overall impressions of the lor-
mer vice president. Indeed, there is a
deep reservoir of goodwill for Biden in
the Democratic Party, shaped in Jarge
part by the cight ycars he served as Oba-
ma’s No. 2

misslatements

Lawmaker criticized for gun tweet about O’Rourke

Paul J. Weber
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN, Texas - A Republican Texas
Tawmaker who lweeled he had an as-
sault rifle “ready” for Deinacratic presi-
dential candidate Belo O'Rourke drew
criticism Friday for the apparent threat
amid heightened tensions over guns al-
ter two mass shootings in the state

The (weet by Republican state Rep,
Briscoe Cain came after O'Rourke
pledged Thursday during the Democrat-
icdebate that "hell yes, we're gonna take
your AR-15, your AK-47" when asked
aboul a mandalory assault weapons
buyback proposal he's endorsed

Caintweeled: "My ARis ready [or you
Rober! Francis,” using O'Rourke’s full
name

O'Rourke called the lweet “a death
threal” that proved his argument that
such weapins shouldn’t be readily
availuble. A Twilter spokesman said
Cain's tweet was removed for violating
the company’s lerms of service,

Cain didn't immediately respond toa
Teporter’s reyuest for commnent,

The US Secret Service said Friday
that & ourke is not currently under the
agency's protection and declined 1o
comment further

O'Rourke, a former Texas congress-
man, has made gun cantrol his signa-
ture issue in the aftennath ol a mass
shooling last month in his hometown ol
El Paso

A gunman who told police he was tar-
geling Mexicans opened fire at a Wal-
mart on Aug. 3 and killed 22 people,
most of whom had Hispanic last names.

O'Rourke’s outspokenness on guns
since the El Paso attack eamed praise
from his rivals on the debate stage in
Houston, although it hasn’t elevated his
standing in the race,

He told CNN on Friday that Cain’s
tweet “drives home the point, betler
than I could’ve made,” that such weap-
ons shouldn't be readily available.

“No one should have an AR-15 that
they could hold over someane else in
this country, say, 'Look, if we disagree
on something, let me introduce you to
my AR-15. Absolutely wrong,” O'Rourke
said

Cain is a lawyer who was first elected
in 2016 and Is part of the small Freedom
Caucus in the Texas House that repre-
sents the GOP’s most sacially conserva-
tive wing. Last year, Cain called for re-
couping tax dollars from any public
school Lhat allowed students to walk oul
in support of gun contro) measures fol-
lowing a mass shooting at a high school
in Parkland, Florida.

Republican Gov. Greg Abbott has re-
sisted calls from Demacrats to hold an
emergency legislative session on guns,
and on Friday, O'Rourke tweeled that
Abbhott wasn't going lar enough by call-
ing to make voluntary background
checks for private sellers easier.

Demacratic Jawmakers in Texas also
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rebuked Cain's tweet

“In case you fargot, people were just
killed in El Paso. People were mur-
dered,” tweeled Democratic stute Rep,

Mary Gonzalez. “The language you are
using and Lhe way you are using il is
dangerous, We need leaders who want
to change our culture of violence”

NOTICE OF PROPOSED
TAX INCREASE

The City of Naples has tentatively adopted a
measure to increase its property tax levy.

Last year’s property tax levy:
A. Initially proposed tax levy................

B. Less tax reductions due to
Value Adjustment Board and

other assessment changes.................. ($21.246)
C. Actual property tax levy........ UV $27 567,145

This year's proposed tax levy.

All concerned citizens are invited to attend a
public hearing on the tax increase to be held on:

September 18th
5:05 P.M.

at

Naples City Council Chambers
735 8th St. S.
Naples, FL 34102

A FINAL DECISION on the proposed tax increase
and the budget will be made at this hearing.

$28,810,558
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BUDGET SUMMARY

CITY OF NAPLES, FLORIDA - FISCAL YEAR 2019-20
THE PROPOSED OPERATING BUDGET EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF NAPLES ARE 5.5%
MORE THAN LAST YEAR’S TOTAL OPERATING EXPENDITURES.

General Fund Millage Rate 1.1800

E. Naples Bay Millage Rate 0.5000

Moorings Bay Millage Rate 0.0125

GENERAL SPECIAL DEBT CAPITAL  ENTERPRISE INTERNAL  TOTAL ALL

REVENUES FUND REVENUE SERVICE  PROJECTS FUNDS SERVICE FUNDS
Taxes: Millage per $1000

Ad Valorem Taxes (General) 1.1800 25,851,158 1,228,623 0 0 0 0 27,079,781

Ad Valorem Taxes (E. Naples Bay) 0.5000 0 326,100 0 0 0 0 326,100

Ad Valorem Taxes (Moorings Bay) 0.0125 0 25,581 0 0 0 0 25,581
Other Local Tax 3,764,600 2,266,000 4,267,585 0 0 0 10,298,185
Licenses and Permits 3,546,800 5,469,253 0 0 1,000 0 9,017,053
Intergovernmental 4,887,513 4,593,517 0 4,350,000 1,312,000 0 15,143,030
Charges for Services 2,433,497 10,200 0 0 49,687,250 2,212,772 54,343,719
Fines 172,300 0 0 0 190,950 0 363,250
Miscellaneous Revenue 321,000 438,631 10,000 209,975 1,452,000 128,500 2,560,106
Internal Services 0 0 0 0 0 13,363,058 13,363,058
TOTAL SOURCES 40,976,868 14,357,905 4,277,585 4,559,975 52,643,200 15,704,330 132,519,863
Transfers In 0 0 990,669 3,200,000 57,600 0 4,248,169
Fund Balances/Reserves/Net Assets 7,147,304 7417168 1,303,226 4822578 40,155,653 5,048,280 65,894,209

TOTAL REVENUES, TRANSFERS & BALANCES ~ $48,124,172 $21,775,073 $6,571,480 $12,582,5653 $92,856,353 $20,752,610 $202,662,241

EXPENDITURES

General Government 7,058,072 0 2,938,997 0 0 9,997,069
Public Safety/Protective Inspection 25,519,773 5,340,696 0 1,631,533 0 0 32,492,002
Physical and Economic Environment 0 2,584,388 40,530 3,000,000 61,369,239 0 66,994,157
Transportation 0 3,376,494 0 300,000 0 0 3,676,494
Culture and Recreation 7,997,650 0 1,516,000 5,023,631 0 14,537,281
Debt Service 0 0 2,065,233 0 2,149,670 0 4,214,903
Other Uses 250,000 0 0 0 0 0 250,000
Internal Services 0 0 0 0 0 16,033,439 16,033,439
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $40,825,495 $11,301,578 $2,105,763  $9,386,530 $68,542,540 $16,033,439 $148,195,345
Transfers Out 47,500 1,037,069 3,200,000 0 0 0 4,284 569
Fund Balances/Reserves/Net Assets 7,251,177 9,436,426 1,265,717 3,196,023 24,313,813 4,719,171 50,182,327
TOTAL APPROPRIATED

EXPENDITURES, TRANSFERS,

RESERVES & BALANCES $48,124,172 $21,775,073 $6,571,480 $12,582,553 $92,856,353 $20,752,610 $202,662,241

The tentative budget is on file in the office of the City of Naples Finance Department as a public record.
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Biden looks like a front-runner — mostly

Julie Pace
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON - Joe Biden js the
Democratic front-runner. And there
were moments in Thursday night's de-
bate when he looked the part

Standing between a pair of liberal
senators offering radical change, he un-
abashedly embraced his more moderate
pasition on health care, forcetully pres-
suring Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth
Warren o level with Americans aboul
the steep cost of implementing a fully
government-run system. Ile was more
polished and practiced than in previous
contests, And he repeatedly leaned on
the legacy of former President Barack
Obama, who remains the most popular
Democrat in the nation,

“I'm for Barack — | think the Obama-
care worked,” he declared.

But the debale was punctuated by
moments thal highlighted why Biden
can't shake questions about his consis-
tency and whispers about his litness lor
office, despile his lead in mast national
polls and early state surveys. Mast glar-
ingly: a meandering answer near Lhe
end of the debate about his past state-
nenls on racial inequality. Biden said
poor parents should play the “record
player” for their children before veering
off into comments about Venezuela

Biden's standing in the Democratic
conlesl is the source of debate wilhin

Former Vice President Joe Biden and Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., talk

Thursday during a Democratic debate in Houston. DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP

the party. Is he an experienced elder
statesman who can calm a nalion and
peel back some of the white working-
class volers who helped send President
Donald Tiump lo the While 1Touse? Oris
Lhe 76-year-old past his prime and out
of step with a party that is growing
younger, more diverse and more liberal?

Thursday nighl's conlest provided
fresh fodder for each of those theories,

Biden was al his best in his lengthy
exchange with Sanders and Warren over
the future of liealth care in Ainerica. He
confidently pressed them over Ihe cost
of their sweeping “Medicare for All” pro-
posals, exposing Warren's unwilling-

ness to say whether middle class Amer-
icans would see a tax increase under her
plan {Sanders says they would, but ar-
gues the rise would be offset by lower
health care costs).

In a retort to Sanders, who has said
he expects employers would pass on
health care savings to their workers, Bi-
den exclaimed: “For a socialist, you've
got a lot more confidence in corporate
America than 1 do”

Biden was the focus of fierce criti-
cismu rom his rivals in both of the previ-
ous Democratic debates, But those at-
tacks did little to diminish Biden’s
slanding alop polls, nor has a series of

verbal  fMlubs  and  misstatements
throughout the summer.

The other reality: The candidates
whio have launched the sharpest attacks
on Biden have gained little ground or al-
ready dropped out of the race. Sen. Ka-
mala Harris, for example, hested Biden
in the opening debate with a highly per-
sonal critique over his decades-old po-
sition on federally mandated school
busing, but any boost for her candidacy
was short-lived.

Perhaps mindful of that, most candi-
dates sidestepped overt criticism of the
vice president in Thursday's debate,

The pressing yuestion remaius: If Bi-
den were the nominee, would he make a
mistake at a critical moment that could
clear the way for Trump?

Biden’s stumbles later in the debate
magnified the question. He struggled
through an answer about the warin Iraq
and gave a grab-bag answer to a ques-
tion about how lo repair the legacy of
slavery in America. He appeared to sug-
gest that poorer families needed help
learning how to raise their children

Biden's supporters argue that, ulti-
mately, those answers — and the ques-
tions they raise — matter less to voters
than Useir overallimpressions ol the for-
mer vice president, Indeed, there is a
deep reservoir of goodwill for Biden in
the Democratic Party, shaped in large
part by the eight ycars he served as Oba-
ma's No. 2,

Lawmaker criticized for gun tweet about O’Rourke

Paul J. Weber
ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN, Texas — A Republican Texas
lawmaker who tweeted he had an 4
sault rifle “ready” for Democratic presi-
dential candidate Beta O'Rourke drew
criticism Friday for the apparent threat
amid heighlened tensions over guns af-
ter two mass shootings in the state

The tweel by Republican slate Rep
Briscoe Cain came after O'Rourke
pledged Thursday during the Democrat-
icdebate that “hell yes, we're gonna take
your AR-15, your AK-47" when asked
aboul a mandatory assaull weapons
buyback proposal he’s endorsed

Caintweeled: "My ARis ready for you
Robert Francis,” using O'Rourke’s Tull
naine

O'Rourke called the tweel "a death
threat” that proved his argument thal
such weapons shouldnt be readily
availuble A Twitler spokesman said
Cain's tweet was removerl for violating
the company's lerms of service

Cain didn’t immediately respond toa
reporter’s request for com

The U.S. Secrel Service
that O'Roucke is not currently under Uie
agency's protection and dedlined 1o
comment further.

O'Rourke, a former Texas congress-
man, has made gun control his signa-
ture issue in the aftermath ol a mass
shooting last month in his hometown ol
El Paso

A gumnanwho teld police he was tar-
geling Mexicans opened [ire al a Wal-
mart on Aug 3 and killed 22 people,
most of whomn had Hispanic lasl names

O'Rourke’s oulspokenness on guns
since the El Paso altack carned praise
from his rivals on the debale slage in
Iloustan, although it hasn't elevated his
standing in the race

He told CNN on Friday that Cain's
tweet “drives home the point, beller
than 1 could’ve made,” that such weap-
ons shouldn't he readily available

“No one should have an AR-15 thal
they could hold over someone else in
this countiy, say, "Look, il we disagree
on somcething, let me introduce you to
my AR-15 Absolutely wrong," O'Rourke
said

Cain is a lawyer who was first elected
in 2016 anr is part of the small Freedom
Caucus in the Texas [louse thal repre-
senls the GOP's most sociully eonserva-
tive wing. Last year, Cain called for re-
couping tax dollars trom any public
school that allowed students o walk out
in support of gun confrol measures fol-
Jlowing a mass shooling at a high school
in Parkland, Florida

Republican Gov, Greg Abbott has re-
sisted calls from Democrats 1o hold an
emergency legislative session an guns,
and on Friday, O'Rourke Lweeled thal
Abbott wasn’'l going far enough by call-
ing lo nake volunlury background
checks for private sellers easier.

Demacratic lnwmakeis in Texas also

rehuked Cain's tweet

“In case you lorgot, people were just
killedt in El Paso. People were mur-
dered,” tweeted Democratic stale Rep.

Mary Gonzalez. “The language you are
using and the way you are using it is
dangerous. We need leaders who want
to change our culture of violence.”

NOTICE OF PROPOSED
TAX INCREASE

The City of Naples has tentatively adopted a
measure to increase its property tax levy.

Last year’s property tax levy:

A. Initially proposed tax levy....... v $27,545,899
B. Less tax reductions due to
Value Adjustment Board and

other assessment changes...

C. Actual property tax levy ......cceueuee.

($21.246)

This year’s proposed tax levy........... 528,810,558
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All concerned citizens are invited to attend a
public hearing on the tax increase to be held on:

September 18th
5:05 P.M.

at

Naples City Council Chambers
735 8th St. S.
Naples, FL 34102

A FINAL DECISION on the proposed tax increase
and the budget will be made at this hearing.




